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A memorial fit for Sam's short time on earth

Thursday, May 17, 2007 

For Steve Salzberg of East Hanover, the last two decades have been busy between raising six children, some cross-country moves and running a successful business. 

But when he thinks about Sam, those years kind of disappear. 

Samantha Marie Salzberg was born on April 2, 1987 at Morristown Memorial Hospital. She was born with an underdeveloped right ventricle, and the hospital did not have the facilities to treat her. Just 12-hours old, she was taken to a Manhattan hospital, only to catch an infection in transit. She died at seven weeks old. 
"You never get over it," Salzberg said last week. "It's just an unnatural progression of life." 

Over the last several years, in his daughter's memory, Salzberg and his wife Doris have raised funds through golf outings and other sponsorships that they have donated to Morristown Memorial Hospital. Now they have pledged to raise $1.5 million over the next three years for the expanded Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, which will be known simply as "Sam's NICU." 

Salzberg, who runs a restaurant purchasing company in Parsippany, remembers well the harrowing days spent at the New York City hospital for Sam. 

"Even though the facilities were state of the art. . in terms of family friendly, forget it." He recalled sitting in a plastic chair with metal legs, the only privacy being the curtains pulled around a small incubator table. 

The new NICU at Morristown Memorial, he said, will be nothing like that. 

In Sam's NICU, parents will be able to bring their kids and take showers and spend the night. Hospital officials said the expansion would include 11 private and 23 semi-private suites that could accommodate one or two newborns, and some large enough to accommodate triplets or quadruplets so multiple-birth families could stay together. 

"The reasoning behind it was to really create in our community the kind of environment that would not only provide the highest quality care for the infants, but to be able to give the families the opportunity to help care for their family while able to function as a family unit," Salzberg said. 

Morristown Memorial Hospital is a regional perinatal center. About 100 babies are transported to the hospital every year after birth for critical illness. In the last four years, the number of patients admitted to the NICU has gone up by almost 30 percent. The two- phase expansion of the current NICU will more than triple the unit, hospital officials said. 

"Advances in clinical research and technology mean that babies born very prematurely today -- as early as 24 or 25 weeks -- have a chance to become healthy children," said Andrew Schenkman, co-director of neonatology for Atlantic Health Systems, in a written statement. "The new NICU offers additional space for this technology without sacrificing a home-like atmosphere." 

"Just to think that so many babies can be helped, it's a nice tribute to Sam," Salzberg said. "Everyone will know who Samantha was now, even though she was on this planet for a very short time. They'll think kindly of her when they experience the NICU." 
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